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Terror in London: on London Bridge knife 
attack 

Efforts to stop lone-wolf attacks must use community leaders, de-
radicalisation plans 

The knife attack on Friday near London Bridge that killed two and injured three others is yet another 

reminder of the threat lone-wolf assaults pose to public security. The attacker, Usman Khan, who 

was born in the U.K. to immigrants from Pakistan-held Kashmir, was a convicted terrorist. He was 

released in December 2018 with conditions after serving half his jail term. On Friday, Khan was 

attending a prisoner rehabilitation programme at Fishmongers’ Hall, a historic building on the 

northern end of London Bridge. Wearing a fake explosive vest, he first threatened to blow up the 

building and then went on a killing spree. He was driven out of the hall by members of the public 

and was later shot dead by the police. This is the latest in a series of terror attacks the U.K., 

especially London, has seen in recent years. In June 2017, terrorists had rammed a van into 

pedestrians on the Bridge and stabbed people in nearby bars and restaurants. In the same month, a 

van ran into pedestrians outside a London mosque. In May that year, a suicide bomber killed 22 

concert-goers in Manchester. With the latest attack, which the Islamic State has claimed 

responsibility for, Khan at least succeeded in keeping the threat of terror to London alive. 

While radicalisation is the primary problem, Friday’s attack also points to security, intelligence and 

systemic failures. While the British intelligence is often credited for foiling dozens of terrorist attacks 

since the 2005 London train bombings that killed 56, less sophisticated, less coordinated, often lone-

wolf attacks are on the rise. Usman was convicted in 2012 for being part of an al-Qaeda-linked plot 

to bomb the London Stock Exchange. He was sentenced under the imprisonment for public 

protection (IPP) programme, which allowed the authorities to keep him, or convicts considered a 

threat to the public, in prison indefinitely. But when the Conservative-Liberal government withdrew 

the IPP, he got the verdict overturned and was sentenced to 16 years. Under the automatic early 

release scheme, he was freed in 2018 with an electronic tag and supposed to be monitored. But the 

police still could not prevent the knife attack. And with hardly two weeks to go before the 

parliamentary election, both Labour and the Tories have taken the issue to the political battle and 

promised to address the systemic issues — making policing more efficient and reviewing the early 

release scheme. While these could take time and are up to the next government, what is needed is a 

good counter-terror plan to tackle both extremism among youth and prevent lone-wolf attacks that 

often go undetected. For this, state agencies need to work with civil society groups as well as 

community leaders and have de-radicalisation programmes. There is no one-stop solution to 

terrorism. 

Meanings of Difficult Words :  
 lone wolf (adjective) – a person who likes to do to things on his/her own. 

 de-radicalization (noun) – the action/process of making someone become less radical (extreme) 

in their political or religious beliefs. 

 convicted (adjective) – sentenced, punished, declared guilty. 

 rehabilitation (noun) – the action of bringing (someone or something) back to a normal. 

 explosive (adjective) – volatile, flammable, incendiary. 

 explosive vest (noun) – an improvised explosive device, a vest (or a belt)  packed 

with explosives and armed with a detonator, worn by suicide bombers. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/lone_wolf
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/deradicalization
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/rehabilitation
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/explosive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/explosive_vest
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 blow up (phrasal verb) – explode, detonate, go off. 

 go on (phrasal verb) – proceed to do. 

 spree (noun) – a period of unrestrained/uncontrolled activity. 

 drive out (verb) – expel, remove, oust. 

 ram (verb) – crash, hit, strike against something (by driving a vehicle violently). 

 keep alive (phrasal verb) – keep going/keep in existence, continue, sustain. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, signal/signify. 

 intelligence (noun) – (military &political) information, data, details. 

 systemic (adjective) – constructional, organizational, constitutional. 

 credit (verb) – ascribe, attribute, trust, be recognized as. 

 foil (verb) – thwart, prevent, obstruct. 

 sophisticated (adjective) – advanced, highly developed, innovatory. 

 on the rise (phrase) – increasing. 

 overturn (verb) – reverse, overrule, nullify/cancel. 

 Tory (noun) – a member/supporter of a Conservative Party in the UK; right-winger, reactionary, 

rightist. 

 address (verb) – attend to, tackle, deal with. 

 police (verb) – enforce, regulate, implement. 

 up to (phrase) – the duty/onus (of someone). 

 extremism (noun) – radicalism, fanaticism, dogmatism. 

 undetected (adjective) – not discovered. 

 one-stop (adjective) – relating to a single place/business which is providing  a range  of  products 

/ services. 

********************************************************************************** 

Winning the peace: on Gotabaya Rajapaksa's 

India visit 

India must ensure Sri Lanka makes certain security, dignity, and 

prosperity for the Tamils 

The visit last week of Sri Lanka’s new President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to India and his extended talks 

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi was an affirmation by the two nations to make good bilateral 

ties a priority for each. Mr. Rajapaksa is aware of the problems the relationship has faced, due to 

both the proximity between India and Sri Lanka, and the interlinked and complicated peoples’ 

histories. In comments to The Hindu, he made it clear that he wants consistency and constant 

communication to avoid the problems of the past. In the last decade, these have included India’s 

concerns about the pace of reconciliation in the Tamil-majority North and East, the welcoming of 

Chinese investment for major projects including the Hambantota port and Colombo harbour and 

military engagement, unhappiness over the slow pace of clearance for Indian projects, and other 

bilateral issues. In Colombo there has been the overhanging suspicion that Indian intelligence 

agencies play a role in domestic politics, including the 2015 defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa. In the 

hour-long conversation the two leaders had, it seemed apparent that there was some clarity on all 

issues and a will to build a new future. There was also a recognition that after working together 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/blow_up
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/go_on
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/spree
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/ram
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/point
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/intelligence
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/systemic
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/credit
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/foil
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/sophisticated
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/on_the_rise
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/overturn
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tory
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/address
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/police
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/up_to
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/extremism
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/undetected
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/one-stop
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closely against the LTTE, there were new threats, especially in the wake of the Easter Day bombings 

by an Islamic State-affiliated group that has Indian links. India’s announcement of $50-million in aid 

along with an additional $400-million in development aid is proof of that. India’s and Sri Lanka’s 

security is “indivisible” Mr. Modi said, indicating the need for more high-level contacts. Mr. 

Rajapaksa accepted Mr. Modi’s invitation to make his first presidential visit abroad to New Delhi, 

and has invited the Indian leader to be the first State guest he welcomes to Colombo. 

However, the next few months will reveal how much the new regime will actually work to engage 

New Delhi’s concerns. Apart from clearances for infrastructure projects in the north, port projects in 

Trincomalee, and the airport in Mattala, Mr. Rajapaksa will be judged on how far he regulates 

investment and manage debts to China. Above all, his attitude towards the less developed areas of 

the North and East, where most minorities did not vote for him, will be keenly watched. His stated 

desire to place development over devolution commitments will be a cause for worry for New Delhi 

as well as Chennai, that have consistently urged the Sri Lankan government to ensure what the MEA 

called “dignity, peace, equality and justice” for Tamils; they suffered devastating losses during the 

three decades of war and remain less prosperous than the rest of the Island country. While a war 

can be won in a defined and short span, winning the peace and healing people is an extended 

process that takes decades, a process that India will follow closely in Sri Lanka. 

Meanings of Difficult Words :  
 prosperity (noun) – success, comfort, good fortune, well being. 

 extended (adjective) – extensive, lengthy, long. 

 affirmation (noun) – confirmation, ratification, endorsement. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or countries. 

 proximity (noun) – closeness, nearness, adjacency (in space/time/relationship). 

 interlinked (adjective) – intertwined, connected/joined together. 

 comment (noun) – statement, opinion, expression; discussion. 

 reconciliation (noun) – restoration of harmony, resolution, compromise. 

 overhanging (adjective) – impending, looming, ballooning; menacing, threatening. 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, distrust, scepticism. 

 intelligence (noun) – (military &political) information, data, details. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 apparent (adjective) – clear, evident, obvious. 

 will (noun) – desire/wish, preference, decision, intention. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – aftermath, as a result of, as a consequence of. 

 aid (noun) – help, assistance, support. 

 indivisible (adjective) – impossible to separate, indissoluble, unable to be divided. 

 how far (phrase) – to what extent. 

 regulate (verb) – control, adjust, manage. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation, borrowed capital. 

 keenly (adverb) – eagerly, tensely, enthusiastically. 

 devolution (noun) – decentralization, delegation, distribution. 

 devastating (adjective) – (extremely) shocking, traumatic, severe. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 prosperous (adjective) – flourishing, successful, strong. 

*************************************************************************** 

https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/prosperity
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/extended
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/affirmation
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/bilateral
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/proximity
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/interlink
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/comment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/reconciliation
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/overhanging
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/suspicion
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/intelligence
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/play
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/apparent
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/will
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/in_the_wake_of
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/aid
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/indivisible
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/how_far
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/regulate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/debt
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/keenly
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/devolution
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/devastating
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/decade
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/prosperous
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Macron’s wake-up call to EU 

The French President has rightly said that the bloc needs to assert 
sovereignty over its political and security decisions 

In November, French President Emmanuel Macron created a political stir with a far-reaching 

interview in which he declared that “Europe is on the edge of a precipice”, unable to cope with the 

political challenges of the U.S. pursuing ‘America first’; a resentful Russia on its border; and a China 

determined to emerge as the new global power. Coming after the European Union (EU) meet in 

October and prior to the upcoming North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) summit (scheduled to 

take place this week), Mr. Macron’s interview gave a wake-up call to the EU and reminded it that 
the bloc can no longer be an economic giant and a political dwarf. 

The EU’s precursor, the European Economic Community (EEC), was established in 1957, following 

the Treaty of Rome. Consisting of a homogeneous group of six countries (Belgium, France, West 

Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands), it quickly formed a customs union. Five of these 

six nations were also founding members of NATO, which had been set up in 1949. 

Political disunity 

The next stage was the Treaty of Maastricht, signed in 1992 to reflect the realities of a post-Cold 

War Europe and a unified Germany. It helped create the Euro and, later, also pushed the eastward 

expansion of the EU. The Treaty of Lisbon in 2007 marked another political evolution, giving the EU a 

stronger legal character by introducing a permanent President of the European Council and 
strengthening the position of the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy. 

These were steps towards a nascent European sovereignty but ended up exposing weaknesses in 

the project. Today, the EU’s 28 member states are a heterogeneous lot, unlike the original six; and a 

key member, the U.K., is already sitting in the departure lounge. The idea of Europe with a “variable 

geometry”, proposed during the hasty expansion during the 1990s to accommodate differences is 

now a clear sign of political disunity. 

Meanwhile, NATO has 27 European member states (plus Canada and the U.S.) and most, but not all, 

are EU members. NATO’s major expansion took place post-Cold War when the Baltic states and a 

number of East European countries joined. The Eurozone consists of 19 (out of the 28) EU members 

while the Schengen common visa area covers 26 European countries. And then, there is the 31-

member European Economic Area, composed of the EU-28 and Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. 

The Council of Europe in Strasbourg was set up in 1949 to promote human rights, democracy and 

the rule of law and currently has 47 member countries, including the 28 EU nations. Rounding up, 

there is the 57-member Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, established originally 

to promote confidence and security building measures, which now also has the mandate of free 
elections, open media and human rights. 

Somewhere in this multiplicity, the EU lost its political moorings. Originally, it was a grouping of 

West European democracies committed to closer economic ties, with NATO as the security provider. 

Liberal democracy was integral to EU membership. Greece joined the EEC in 1961 but was 

suspended in 1967 after the military coup. Spain’s request in 1962, under General Francisco Franco, 

for membership was rejected. Eventually, Greece applied again in 1975 and was admitted in 1981, 

while Spain and Portugal joined in 1986. Today, Viktor Orban, Prime Minister of Hungary (which 

joined in 2004) proudly claims to represent an “illiberal democracy”. Right-wing populist leaders in 

other European countries have also become more vocal and visible in recent years and many of 

them would like to retrieve sovereignty back from Brussels. 
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NATO’s diminishing role 

Mr. Macron’s blunt assessment was that the U.S., which guaranteed West European security during 

the Cold War, can no longer be relied upon to play the same role because its priorities are changing. 

He cited President Donald Trump’s recent unilateral decision to withdraw U.S. troops from Syria as 

an example, since it was taken without consultation or coordination with NATO allies. Further, it 

gave another NATO member, Turkey, the licence to undertake military operations in Syria, creating 

tensions with NATO allies operating in the area. In Mr. Macron’s words, Europe is seeing the “brain 
death” of NATO. 

NATO was never a grouping of equals. The U.S. always contributed the larger share and underwrote 

European security. Out of NATO’s common budget of approx. $2.5 billion, the U.S. contributes 22%, 

Germany around 15% and France and the U.K. more than 10% each. However, in terms of defence 

budgets, there is significant disparity, which makes NATO completely dependent on the U.S. for 
airlift and space-based assets. 

The U.S. spends 3.6% of its GDP on defence, amounting to a whopping $700 billion with most major 

European countries spending between 1% and 2%. In 2014, after considerable prodding by the U.S., 

members had agreed to bring up their budgets to 2% of GDP by 2024. At present, among major 

countries, only the U.K. spends 2% of its GDP on defence. France is at 1.8% and Germany at 1.2%. 

These variations were accepted as long as the U.S. and Europe enjoyed political convergence but 

now rankle Mr. Trump, who has taken a transactional approach and, according to Mr. Macron, 

“does not share our idea of the European project”. In any case, there are historical shifts under way, 

with the U.S. less engaged in West Asia on account of becoming self-sufficient in hydrocarbons, and 

focusing more on the Indo-Pacific. Consequently, the U.S.’s commitment to NATO is undergoing a 

change and the Europeans need to recognise it. 

The way ahead 

Mr. Macron’s words were called “drastic” by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, though she had 

echoed similar sentiments two years ago after a difficult G7 summit in Sicily when she urged 

Europeans “to take our fate into our own hands” because “the era in which we could fully rely on 

others is over to some extent”. 

Yet, the way ahead is not clear. Mr. Macron’s suggestion for a rapprochement with Russia to 

prevent it from getting closer to China makes Poland, Czech Republic and the Baltic countries 
nervous. 

China has already driven a wedge in the EU with 14 EU countries, including Italy, now part of Belt & 

Road Initiative. In 2012, China began its dialogue with East European countries in the 16+1 format; 

out of the 16, 11 are EU states and 13 are NATO members. This has made it impossible for the EU to 

take a common approach on issues like 5G and Huawei, while allowing China to selectively increase 

investments in critical areas in European countries to which France and Germany are now waking 

up. Even after taking a unified stand to preserve the Iran nuclear deal following the U.S.’s unilateral 

exit more than 18 months ago, the EU failed to deliver on its assurances to provide concrete relief to 
Tehran against U.S. sanctions. 

The problem is that NATO provided security on the cheap and now, when Mr. Trump questions the 

utility of NATO, it only exposes differences between Europeans who want to develop greater 

military and diplomatic heft and others (the Baltic nations and East Europeans) who fear this will 

loosen ties with the U.S. 

In today’s uncertain times, the EU stands for a rules-based order but as Mr. Macron rightly pointed 
out, the EU can only emerge as a strategic actor once it is able to assert sovereignty over its political, 
diplomatic and security decisions. Perhaps, the time for it has come as the Anglo-Saxon influence 
over Europe recedes with Brexit and the rise of Mr. Trump.  
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Meanings of Difficult Words :  
 wake-up call (noun) – something which alerts a person to a problem and makes him/her to do 

some remedial action. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, union. 

 sovereignty (noun) – supremacy, authority, control/power. 

 stir (noun) – commotion, disturbance, fuss, uproar/furore. 

 far-reaching (adjective) – important, major, significant. 

 precipice (noun) – a very steep rock face or cliff. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, follow/practise, conduct. 

 resentful (adjective) – hostile, bitter, irritated. 

 an economic giant and a political dwarf (phrase) – it sometimes refers The European Union. 

it implies that EU member states have always been reluctant to invest significant resources and 

energy into a common foreign and security policy, especially at the expense of social and 

economic development priorities. It is also a reference to the fact that Europeans have 

traditionally relied on US leadership, guidance and protection for most important political and 

security matters. The European Union is regarded as a political dwarf, it is because of a lack of 

political ambition or interest in international affairs. 

 dwarf (noun) – miniature, small/little, minor/undersized. 

 precursor (noun) – forerunner; a thing/person that comes before another of the same type. 

 homogeneous (adjective) – uniform, identical/unvarying, similar. 

 reflect (verb) – reveal, disclose, exhibit. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War 

II between powers in the Western Bloc and powers in the Eastern Bloc. 

 nascent (adjective) – just beginning, developing, burgeoning. 

 heterogeneous (adjective) – diverse, varied, contrasting, different. 

 variable geometry Europe (noun) – the term used to describe the idea of a method of 

differentiated integration in the European Union. It acknowledges that, particularly since the 

EU’s membership almost doubled in under a decade, there may be irreconcilable differences 

among countries and that there should be a means to resolve such stalemates. It would enable 

groups of countries wishing to pursue a given goal to do so, while allowing those opposed to 

hold back. 

 hasty (adjective) – quick, hurried, fast. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, accustom. 

 baltic (adjective) – it is a geopolitical term, typically used to group the three sovereign states in 

Northern Europe on the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea: Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. 

 eurozone (noun) – the European Union (EU) member states which have adopted the euro (€) as 

their common currency. 

 Schengen (adjective) – relating to an area/zone comprising 26 European states that have 

officially abolished passport and all other types of border control at their mutual borders. 

 round up (phrasal verb) – gather together, bring together, herd together. 

 moorings (noun) – stabilizing influence/power. 

 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime change, seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of power. 

 illiberal (adjective) – intolerant, narrow-minded, unenlightened. 

 right-wing (adjective) – conservative, rightist, alt-right. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wake-up_call
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/bloc
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/sovereignty
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/stir
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/far-reaching
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/precipice
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pursue
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/resentful
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dwarf
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/precursor
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/homogeneous
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/reflect
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/cold-war?q=Cold+War
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/nascent?q=Nascent
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/heterogeneous?q=Heterogeneous
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/variable-geometry
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/hasty
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus/accommodate
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/baltic
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/eurozone
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/round_someone%2Fsomething_up
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/mooring?q=Mooring
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/coup
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/illiberal
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/right_wing
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 populist (adjective) – relating to the politicians who claim that they are representing the 

common/ordinary people. 

 vocal (adjective) – vociferous, outspoken, forthright. 

 retrieve (verb) – get back, recover, rescue. 

 Brussels (noun) – The headquarters of the European Union. Brussels is a metonym of the 

European Union. (metonym - A word, name, or expression used as a substitute for something 

else with which it is closely associated. For example, Washington is a metonym for the US 

government.) 

 blunt (adjective) – straightforward, frank, plain-spoken, candid/direct. 

 rely upon (phrasal verb) – depend on, bank on, count on. 

 unilateral (adjective) – relating to a method of taking decisions (on international relations) by a 

state (country) individually without considering other states (countries). 

 equal (noun) – equivalent, like, peer/fellow. 

 underwrite (verb) – sponsor, support, back. 

 disparity (noun) – imbalance, inequality, variation. 

 amount to (verb) – add up to, come to, equal to. 

 whopping (adjective) – huge, massive, very large. 

 prodding (noun) – support, backing, motivation, encouragement, galvanization. 

 convergence (noun) – coming together, confluence, union. 

 rankle (verb) – annoy, upset/irritate; continue to be painful/fester. 

 transactional (adjective) – transferable, negotiable; relating interaction between people. 

 under way (adverb) – in progress, going on, continuing/happening. 

 hydrocarbon (noun) – it is an organic compound consisting entirely of hydrogen and carbon 

which are the main components of petroleum and natural gas. 

 echo (verb) – repeat, say again/restate, reiterate. 

 rapprochement (noun) – reconciliation, agreement, cooperation. 

 drive a wedge (between) (phrase) – separate, divide. 

 concrete (adjective) – definite, specific, conclusive. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws 

by limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, 

etc (Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 heft (noun) – ability, influence; weight/strength. 

 anglo-saxon (noun) – it used to refer to the Anglophone (English-speaking) peoples and societies 

of Britain.  It also refers to settlers from the German regions of Angeln and Saxony, who made 

their way over to Britain after the fall of the Roman Empire around AD 410. 

 recede with (verb) – go down, abate, fall back. 

********************************************************************************** 

Phrasal 
Verb 

Meaning Example 

Abide by Accept or follow a decision or rule. We have to ABIDE BY what the court says. 

Account 
for 

To explain. They had to ACCOUNT FOR all the money 
that had gone missing. 

Ache for Want something or someone a lot. My partner's been away for a fortnight- I 
am ACHING FOR her. 

Act on To take action because of something like 
information received. 

The police were ACTING ON a tip from an 
informer and caught the gang red-handed. 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/populist?q=populist+
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/vocal
https://www.lexico.com/en/synonym/retrieve
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/brussels
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/metonym
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/blunt
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus/rely
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/unilateral
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/equal
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/https:/en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/underwrite
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/disparity
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/amount
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/whopping
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/prod
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/convergence
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/rankle
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/transactional
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/under_way
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/hydrocarbon
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/echo
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/rapprochement
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wedge
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/concrete
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/sanction
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/heft
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/anglo-saxon
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/recede
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Act on Affect. The medicine only ACTS ON infected tissue. 

Act out Perform something with actions and 
gestures.. 

They ACTED OUT the story on stage. 

Act out Express an emotion in your behaviour. Their anger is ACTED OUT in their antisocial 
behaviour. 

Act up Behave badly or strangely. My computer's ACTING UP; I think I might 
have a virus. 

Act upon To take action because of something like 
information received. 

The police were ACTING UPON a tip-off. 

Act upon Affect. The enzyme ACTS UPON certain proteins. 

Add on Include in a calculation. You have to ADD the VAT ON to the price 
they give. 

Add up To make a mathematical total. We ADDED UP the bill to check it was 
correct. 

Add up Be a satisfactory explanantion for something. She explained why the work wasn't ready, 
but her story doesn't ADD UP. 

Add up 
to 

Have a certain result. Trains delays are getting worse and with 
the high fares, it all ADDS UP TO misery for 
the commuters. 

Add up 
to 

Come to a certain amount or figure. The total costs ADD UP TO several million 
euros. 

Agree 
with 

Affect- usually used in the negative to show 
that something has had a negative effect, 
especially is it makes you feel bad. 

I feel terrible- that food didn't AGREE WITH 
my stomach. 

Aim at To target. The magazine is AIMED AT teenagers. 

Aim at Intend to achieve. They're AIMING AT reducing costs by ten 
percent. 

Allow for Include something in a plan or calculation. You should ALLOW FOR delays when 
planning a journey. 

Allow of Make possible, permit. The rules don't ALLOW OF any exceptions. 

Angle for Try to get something indirectly, by hinting or 
suggesting. 

He's been ANGLING FOR an invitation, but I 
don't want him to come. 

Answer 
back 

To reply rudely to someone in authority. Her mother was shocked when she started 
ANSWERING her BACK and refusing to help. 

Answer 
for 

Be held responsible for a problem. The government should be made to 
ANSWER FOR their failure to sort out the 
problem. 

Answer 
for 

Speak on behalf of someone or from knowing 
them. 

I can ANSWER FOR my partner because I 
know her position on this issue. 

 

********************************************************************************** 

 

 

 “Success Is The Sum Of Small Efforts Repeated Day In And Day Out” 


